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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MONTH(S) FR0M 
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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication® filed on 09 November Pom . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D hS-' 5 app,i ^ tion is in . condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claimr 6 Exp3rfe Q ° ay/e ' 1935 C D - 11 453 0 G - 213 

4) I3 Claim(s) 15-19 and 21 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

GM Claim(s) 15^9and21_ is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved bythe Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 

a)D All b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) '™'°nai wage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

i«ra a * 9 The translation of the forei 9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) 123 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . x r~i . . . . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Pa en, Draw ng Review (PTO-948) 5 R TT". fT^J^ 41 3) P *>" "<>® ■ 

31 53 inform*^ iY i . review <r i u-aw) 5) jj N otlce of | nforma | Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) I2SI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3 . 6 ) □ Other: 
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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 15-19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over DE 3444813 to 
Andrejewsk et al in view of JP 63-13050. 

Andrejewsk et al discloses a slide fastener which comprises a polyamide resin which 
contains approximately 25-40 wt. % glass fibers and a friction reducing material such as 
molybdenum sulphide or PTFE in an amount of 10-25 wt%. Although Andrejewsk et al does not 
disclose the storage elastic modulus of the material, since the reference employs the same material 
it would inherently possess the same storage elastic modulus. Andrejewsk et al differs from the 
claimed invention because Andrejewsk does not teach employing PET or PBT as the resin 
material. JP 63-13050 discloses a material comprising a friction regulating agent, a 
thermoplastic resin and reinforcing fibers. The thermoplastic resin may be polybutylene 
terephthalate, nylon 6 or nylon 66. The friction reducing agent may be PTFE. The friction 
reducing agent is present in an amount of 10%. The fiber reinforcement is present in an amount 
of 20 percent. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have employed an aromatic polyester such as PET or PBT as the resin 
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material in the slide fastener of Andrejewsk et al because JP 63-13050 teaches that PET or PBT 
and resins such as nylon 6 or nylon 66, (i.e. polyamide resin), are equivalent materials for use as 
the resin component of slide materials which comprise a thermoplastic resin, a fiber and a friction 
reducing agent such as PTFE. 

3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number is (703) 308-0037. The 
examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (703) 308-2414. 

Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0661. 

The fax number for official faxes is (703) 872-93 10. The fax number for official after final 
faxes is (703) 872-93 11. The fax number for unofficial faxes is (703) 305-5436. 



Elizabeth M. Cole 
Primary Examiner 




Art Unit 1771 



e.m.c 

April 29, 2003 



